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REPORT: Seismic Event and Response - January 2026 

 
 
On January 20, 2026 at 1:27AM Central Time, the United States Geological Survey (USGS)  
detected a 3.8 magnitude earthquake with an epicenter near Ohlman, Illinois, which is more than 
40 miles away from ADM’s CCS#2 well in Decatur Illinois. Using data collected from seismic 
station DEC08 Union Local 159 Surface Site and DEC09 Kile Street Surface Site, which represent 
the USGS seismic monitors closest to CCS#2, the seismic activity registered III on the modified 
Mercalli Intensity Scale. The earthquake was also detected using the USGS “Did You Feel It?” 
community intensity map. See Attachment for further details. 

 
The CCS compliance and operations team evaluated the event to determine whether it triggered 
any notification or response actions required by permit IL-115-6A-0001 Attachment F: Emergency 
and Remedial Response Plan (ERRP). Based on that analysis, the team determined that the ERRP 
does not require any notification or response actions in accordance with the ERRP under the 
circumstances because the earthquake –  
 

• was naturally occurring; 
• was not caused by induced seismicity from the CCS#2 well;  
• had an epicenter located approximately 40 miles away from the CCS#2 well, which 

exceeds the 8-mile threshold for ERRP notification and response actions; and 
• did not affect normal operations of the CCS#2 well or related equipment. 

 
Even though the ERRP did not require any notification or response actions, the CCS operations 
team, with the assistance of outside experts, assessed the CCS#2 well and related verification wells 
closely and reviewed pressure data collected 24 hours after the incident to confirm there had been 
no loss of mechanical integrity.  
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